[NOIE CEO L etterhead]

Dr Kamil Idris

Director General

World Intellectual Property Organization
PO Box 18

CH-1211 Geneva 20

Switzerland

Dear Dr Idris

In February 2000, the Australian Government convened aworking group of officials
from interested governments, public authorities and international organizations to
discuss the issues raised by cybersguatting.

The meeting discussed issues concerning registration practices for both generic top
level domains (gTLDs) and country code top level domains (ccTLDs). It aso
discussed the current legal situation internationally in relation to the recognition of
rights and the use of hames in the Internet domain name system, including protection
against cybersquatting, and identified areas of continued uncertainty.

The meeting noted that areas of continuing concern coincided, in a number of
instances, with those that the Final Report of the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) Internet domain name process, The Management of Internet
Names and Addresses: Intellectual Property Issues, recognized as requiring further
study. The Members of WIPO, aslisted in the Attachment, request the organization to
initiate a study of, and devel op recommendations in relation to, these issues.

We envisage that the scope of this study would explore theissues raised, in the
domain name space, inter alia by bad faith, abusive, misleading or unfair use of:
» Personal names;
* International Nonproprietary Names (INN) for Pharmaceutical Substances;
* Names of international intergovernmental organizations;
» Geographical indications, geographical terms, or indications of source; and

e Tradenames.



This activity should take full advantage of WIPO’ s prior work and build on existing
and ongoing discussions while allowing for a process of consultation with WIPO
Members and al interested stakeholders. Further, in undertaking this process, it would
be beneficial if any information received or collected concerning technical solutions
to domain name collision control was collated for the information of WIPO Members
and the Internet community.

These findings and recommendations should be submitted to the Members of WIPO
and for consideration by the Internet community (including the Internet Corporation
for Assigned Names and Numbers). We recognize this work would be undertaken as
partial fulfilment of subprogram 03.4. Electronic Commerce and Intellectual Property,
of the 2000-2001 Program and Budget, and ook forward to its results.

Yourssincerely

Dr Paul Twomey
Chief Executive Officer
April 1999



ATTACHMENT

Members of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) who request that
WIPOQ initiate a study of, and develop recommendations in relation to, areas of
continued uncertainty including the protection of personal and non-protected names
within the domain name system:

<List of WIPO Member States endorsing the proposal >



